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Bulletins

YOUR ENDOWMENT IN ACTION

A look at the results of Izaak Walton League of America Endowment grants to League chapters

and divisions.

Tandem Kayaks for Disabled Veterans

The Endowment is always looking to

support good conservation projects as

well as projects that get kids outdoors and
generally match up with the goals of the
League’s five-year strategic plan. But once
in a while, we step outside the box because

it's the right thing to do.

That's the case with a grant to the
Cincinnati Chapter to purchase two-person
tandem kayaks. These kayaks are being
used as part of a cooperative effort with a
nationwide veterans support group, Team
River Runner (TRR), to help get wounded
and disabled servicemen and women back
into the outdoors and reconnect with
society. Here's how it all came about.

In an effort to identify veterans in the
arca that needed help, Dr. Janet Everhard,
TRR’s veteran outreach coordinator, sent
letters of inquiry to all the local Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) posts. The only
response she received was from Dave
Zieverink (now there’s a familiar name),
who recognized this as an opportunity to
help wounded military veterans while also
promoting the League’s outdoor recreation
goals.

Dave offered the Cincinnati Chapter's
facilities for use by TRR, and this was

the start of a worthwhile and continuing
relationship. Veterans recciving services

at the Fort Thomas Division of the
Cincinnarti Veterans Affairs Medical Center
are transported by bus to a site upriver
from the Cincinnati Chaprer, where they
receive basic instruction on kayaking. They
then travel as a group down the Lictle
Miami River, accompanied by a team of
experienced kayakers, to a take-out point at
the Cincinnati Chapter, where they relax,
picnic, and enjoy the chapter’s hospitality.
(Side note: The Little Miami River is one
of only 156 American rivers designated as a
National Wild and Scenic River. It's a great
place for canoers and kayakers!)

One of the problems the group
encountered was that there were no
two-person kayaks available for use by
veterans who needed in-boar assistance to
be able to participate. So the Cincinnati
Chapter applied for and received an
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Endowment grant ro purchase of several

tandem kayaks. Dr. Everhard explained
that the tandem kayaks could also help
homeless and socially isolated veterans
reconnect and share experiences with
any of their children who lived in the
local area and help them integrate back
into society.

This'year, the Cincinnati Chapter and
TRR are planning monthly Paddle &
Picnic evenrs through November. Veterans
receiving services at the Fort Thomas
Division as well as the PostTraumatic
Stress Disorder unit are invired ro the
paddling events as are veterans from the
surrounding community. In addition,
TRR is holding weekly, imprompru paddle
outings at locations throughourt the area.

The tandem kayaks were provided to
the chapter at cost by D&D Qutfitters
of Cincinnati, with the cost of paddles
and life vests picked up by the Cincinnati
Chaprer.

The cooperation between the
Cincinnati Chapter and Team River
Runner is something that could be
replicated by League chapters across the
county. For more information on Team
River Runner, check out their Web site at
wwustea |nTI‘t'L'TTHnﬂL'T.fJTJ.:<

Providing funding for these tandem
kayaks is an excellent example of the
Endowment’s commitment to programs
that are supportive of the philosophies
and objectives of the League.

— Miles Greenbaum, Vice President, IWLA

Endowment

For more information on Endowment grants,
including grant application forms, go to
http:/ikesendowment.org. Applications
can now be submitted electronically.

2015 IWLA ENDOWMENT GRANTS

The Izaak Walton League of America Endowment is happy to announce the recipients

of 2015 grants requests. If you would like to request a grant next year, visit

http://ikesendowment.org to download a grant application.

APPLICANT

Alexandria Chapter (VA)

Des Moines Chapter (IA)

Elgin Chapter (IL)

Fairfield Chapter (OH)
Fort Wayne Chapter (IN)

Fredericksburg-Rappahannock
Chapter (VA)

Fremont Chapter (NE)

Giant Goose (IL)

Hamilton Chapter (OH)
Jessie Benton Fremont Chapter (NE)
Medina Chapter (OH)

Medina Chapter (OH)

Mt. Healthy Chapter (OH)
Red Cedar Chapter (IA)
Silverton Chapter (OR)

Southern Brown Conservation
Chapter (W)

Suffolk-Nansemond Chapter (VA)

West Virginia Division

Wildlife Achievement Chapter (MD)
IWLA National Office
IWLA National Office

IWLA National Office

IWLA National Office

PROJECT

Watershed Conservation
& Improvement

lowa Outdoor Expo

Creek Clean-up & Tree
Give Away

Adopt-a-Tree Program
Conservation Camp

Sustainable Honey Bee Habitat
& Honey Production Program

Scout Projects/Activities

Conservation Education
Workshop

Young Ikes Program
Tiny Ikes Program
Archery Range Development

Continuing Conservationist
Award

Youth Education
Native Prairie Plantings
Youth Eco Coloring Book

Young lkes Program

Adopt-A-Stream Program

2016 West Virginia
Conservation Camp

Junior Archery Program
Chapter Displays
Clean Water Fellowship

National Conservation
Scholarship

National Youth Convention

GRANT
$25,000

$3,000
$2,100

$1,500
$2,000
55,000

$3,000
$4,200

$1,500
$1,500
$3,000

$500

$2,500
$9,126.56
$4,000

$3,031.50

$4,499.94
54,000

$2,500
$4,275
$10,000
$2,500

$2,500

TOTAL $101,233
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